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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2,4,6-12,14, are 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Harunori et al (Japanese Publication 08-300980) modified by 
Tanigawa et al (US 4,516,652). 

Harunori et al teaches a constant speed running control apparatus for a vehicle, 
comprising: 

an operating section (7,P5,P6) that instructs a change of a target vehicle speed; 
a vehicle speed detecting section (P1) that detects a vehicle speed; 

a control section (P3) that controls a driving force of the vehicle so as to coincide 
the vehicle speed detected in said vehicle speed detecting section to said target vehicle 
speed; 

a releasing section or brake assembly that releases the control of driving force by 
said control section under a predetermined condition; 

wherein, when the control of driving force by said control section is released 
during the changing operation of target vehicle speed, said setting section sets a target 
vehicle speed in just before the changing operation of target vehicle speed to the target 
vehicle speed at the time when the control of driving force by said control section is 
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resumed and when the control of driving force by said control section is released during 
the changing operation of target vehicle speed, provided that a deviation between the 
target vehicle speed at the time and an actual vehicle speed is a predetermined value or 
above, said setting section sets the vehicle speed delayed to the change instruction by 
said operating section to the target vehicle speed at the time when the control of driving 
force by said control section is resumed. 

Harunori et al does not teach a setting section that sets a vehicle speed delayed 
to the change instruction. 

Tanigawa et al teaches a constant speed running control apparatus setting 
section that sets a vehicle speed delayed (see Column 6-7) to the change instruction 
(depression of accelerator) by said operating section to a target vehicle speed at the 
time when the control of driving force by said control section is resumed, when the 
control of driving force by said control section is released (via braking) during a 
changing operation of target vehicle speed and wherein said releasing section releases 
the control of driving force by said control section when either a brake or clutch 
(interruption operation of transmission) is operated, see Column 5, line 44-45; 

And an increasing (accelerating) operation of target vehicle speed has been 
performed during up-hill running, see C2, line 1-4.. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the constant speed control device taught by Harunori et 
al to provide a time delayed response after the resume switch is operated, in order to 
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provide acceleration without creating the feeling of deceleration for a smoother more 
comfortable ride, see Column 7. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hayama et al teaches a constant speed control system for a 
vehicle with a predetermined time delay after manual switch operation. Tsuyama et al 
teaches a constant speed cruising system. Naito et al teaches a constant speed control 
apparatus for a vehicle. Takada et al teaches a vehicle speed control system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly E. Campbell whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6693. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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